
 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Commission 
MINUTES OF THE December 14, 2021 MEETING 

 

Commissioners:     Other Attendees & Guests: 

Marty Aman, Village of Palmyra   Jamie Noga, Watershed Inspection Office 

Mike Gonzalez, Village of Newark (remote)  Tyler Ohle, Watershed Inspector 

Mark Fargo, Village of Rushville (until 9:45)  Kevin Olvany (beginning at 9:30) 

Jim Morse, Town of Gorham    Megan Webster, Ontario County SWCD 

Jim Sprague, PE, City of Canandaigua  (remote) Sheryl Robbins, PE, NYSDOH, Geneva District Office 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:00am 
 

Minutes of September 14, 2021 Meeting: M. Fargo inquired about property with violation on Route 247 in 

the Town of Gorham. The issue remains ongoing due to financial situation. Jim M. is willing to see if social 

services can help. While this type of situation is usually handled by code enforcement, Mike Vaccaro, the new 

District Director at DOH can be asked for his thoughts. 
 

Typo per M. Fargo: OWTSIT section, paragraph 1, line 4 – “these” not “theses.” Motion made by J. Sprague 

to approve minutes following correction of typo. Seconded by M. Fargo. Carried. 
 

Watershed Inspector’s Report: The mix of Mr. Ohle’s current workload has recently changed, with fewer 

inspections due to property deed transfers, but more due to 5-year inspection laws. There have been quite a 

few repairs as well which require follow-up inspections. 
 

Two systems in South Bristol failed since the last meeting. One replacement has been approved and installed. 

The other’s plan (on Longs Point) was approved. 
 

There was a recent sewage spill at Fall Brook Mobile Homes Park (Route 364 and Lakeshore Drive). DOH is 

addressing that as it is out of Tyler’s purview. Fortunately there wasn’t any migration into the actual brook. 
 

The Town of Middlesex may approve and implement the model On-Site Wastewater Treatment System Law 

in 2022 according to Dawn Kane. This will generate considerable work for the Watershed Inspection office. 
 

OWTSIT Upgrade: The project by Bergmann Associates is underway to develop an SQL Server 

Geodatabase which will include imported data from the existing system. FLOWPA and County IT funds are 

supplementing the cost and an additional $3,000 WRC grant will also go towards the upgrade. Thus, SWCD 

and the CLWCommission will ultimately each be contributing $15,000 or less for the project (rather than the 

approved $20,000 each). The 2021 cost per agency was approximately $7,000, leaving 2022 expenditures 

somewhat higher. 
 

Purchase of Septic Locator: This will prove to be a very helpful tool. A septic locator sensor gets attached to 

a sewer snake or flushed down a toilet and indicates the system location, including depth. Additional features 

were discussed. Motion to purchase septic locator and affiliated components (such as trackers) in an amount 

not to exceed $1,600 made by J. Aman. Seconded by J. Morse. Carried. 
 

Agency Reports + General Discussion: SWCD: Work within the Canandaigua Lake Watershed includes 

projects with the CLWCouncil, plus a new grant that is agricultural based and several projects were wrapped 

up this year that focus on erosion and sediment control. The District website has a great new Recent Projects 

page showing locations and descriptions of agricultural management, technical assistance, and natural 

resource management projects. Ms. Webster will send a link to Commissioners. Note: J. Morse may want to 

discuss drainage concerns with Katie Lafler. 
  

CLWCouncil: Kevin Olvany relayed that the Council is or will soon be involved in projects in Naples, at 

FLCC and possibly Gorham. He is still working through data about blue-green algae that popped in early 

October. Mr. Olvany also noted that concerns were expressed about the impact of the annual fireworks display 

over Canandaigua Lake. He will try to meet with Young Explosives Corp., the supplier, but views this 

infrequent event as having a low negative impact compared to other factors influencing water quality.  
 



 

 

NYSDOH: Per Ms. Robbins, given samples taken, overall it was not a bad season for HABs in the area. As 

previously noted, Michael Vaccaro is the new Director of the NYSDOH Geneva District. He as experience 

around the state. Ms. Robbins’ work time is still approximately 50% in office and 50% telecommuting. 
 

Marty Aman: He was in Albany last week to testify in front of a NYS Senate committee on water 

infrastructure funding. Mr. Aman encouraged others to look at the features of proposed NYS Bill S3968A 

This legislation seeks to create a water, sewer and storm water local infrastructure funding program similar in 

scope to CHIPS. It is referred to as “SWAP” for safe water infrastructure action program. There is currently 

strong support for this. 
 

Jim Morse: Spoke about a proposed NYS Senate Bill (S7574) which would limit the authority of cities, 

villages and towns to impose certain zoning requirements. In part, it involves allowing secondary residences 

on the same parcel as a primary residence. This could have major repercussions, particularly for lakefront 

parcels. The bill would allow multi-family construction on almost all residential lots. 
 

Mr. Morse also informed the group of the Town of Gorham Planning Board’s consideration of the Scenic Rise 

Subdivision on Route 364 which just received a positive declaration of significance, thereby requiring the 

preparation of an environmental impact statement. There will be public hearing on the project. 
 

Executive Session: 9:55 Motion to enter executive session regarding employee compensation made by J. 

Sprague. Seconded by J. Morse. Motion to approve talent retention disbursement for Watershed Inspector for 

2021 made by J. Sprague. Seconded by J. Morse. Carried. 10:07 Motion to end executive session made by J. 

Sprague. Seconded by J. Morse. Carried. 
 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by J. Sprague. Seconded by J. Morse. Carried. Meeting adjourned at 

10:09am. 
 

 

Next Meeting: 
 

Annual Organizational Meeting 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 9:00am 

 
_____________________ 

Jamie M. Noga, Recorder 


