
 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Commission 
MINUTES OF THE September 14, 2021 MEETING 

 

Commissioners:     Other Attendees & Guests: 

Marty Aman, Village of Palmyra (via phone)  Jamie Noga, Watershed Inspection Office 

Mike Gonzalez, Village of Newark   Tyler Ohle, Watershed Inspector 

Mark Fargo, Village of Rushville   Megan Webster, Ontario County SWCD 

Jim Morse, Town of Gorham    (via phone) Sheryl Robbins, PE, NYSDOH, Geneva District Office 

Jim Sprague, PE, City of Canandaigua 

 

Meeting called to order at 9:00am 
 

Minutes of June 8, 2021 Meeting: Motion to approve made by J. Morse. Seconded by M. Gonzalez. Carried. 
 

Watershed Inspector’s Report: Number of inspections was down a bit compared to last year. There were 

some new expansions and one small oil spill which the DEC spill response team contained at Bristol Harbor 

around an elevator shaft. Local wastewater laws are working well. Some examples given of problems 

addressed as a result of both 5-year inspection aspect and deed transfer requirements. 
 

Unfortunately, ongoing violation in the Town of Gorham is still unabated. Per Jim Morse, a contractor is 

willing to do repair for free, but residents do not have money for engineer to design a system. 
 

Town of Gorham has had approximately 10 failed systems in the past year, not all in the watershed. 
 

OWTSIT Update: Patches and updates were needed during the past 10 years. ArcGIS is transitioning from 

desktop to web based. The current system will not be supported in the future. Undertaking ArcGIS updates, 

etc. has always required major input on the part of both consultant Fred Pieper and Ontario County GIS 

Coordinator, Sheri Norton. Ultimately these are temporary patches though and we now need a long term plan 

to move forward. Ontario County contracts with Bergmann Associates for assorted projects. 
 

Bergmann supplied a quote to the SWCD to provide an SQL Server Geodatabase. The new system would 

work in tandem with the County system and allow for multiple simultaneous users. Their quote was $48,600 

(note: the system instituted in 2010 cost $35,000). The amount includes importing data from current database 

into new Geodatabase. 
 

The cost of a new system would be shared between the SWCD and the CLWCommission (perhaps $20,000 

each over 2 fiscal years, with the remainder from other sources, including FLLOWPA). Various timelines and 

budgetary options discussed. The Soil & Water Conservation District has a board meeting tomorrow night. 

Bergmann needs to be paid in 2021 to have project momentum. Motion by J. Morse to allocate $20,000 over 

2021 and 2022 to Bergmann for OWTSIT project, contingent on action / approval to do the same from Ontario 

County SWCD. Seconded by J. Sprague. Carried. 
 

Agency Reports + General Discussion: 
 

CLWCouncil: Kevin Olvany e-mailed the following:  
Overall conditions remain good for this time of year.  We are continuing to see good water clarity (averaging over 6 
meters) as measured by a secchi disk by both myself and numerous volunteers through the Watershed 
Association.  Over the last few years, we have typically been below 4 meters and sometimes below 3 meters in clarity 
during good portions of September.  We had one possible report of a light HAB- surfacing streaking yesterday…I did not 
see any pictures with the report.  Overall, we have been bloom free for over a week.  The Association has about 60 
volunteers checking on a weekly basis.  I try to get out and look at some strategic spots a few times a week. 
 

I have also done weekly grab samples of ambient cyanobacteria levels at 9 locations in the lake and those numbers 
have consistently been below 2ug/L.  25ug/L is considered a bloom.   We have also collected five samples for toxins and 
three of those samples were below 0.3ug/L with one sample at 0.4ug/L.   DOH keeps a beach closed if levels are 4.0 
ug/L or above- so we looking good so far. 
 

We will sample again this week during one of the hotter days to try to look at worst case scenario times.  If the winds 
calm down when it is hot and sunny- we might see an uptick in HABs.  I will keep your operators aware of any changes 
that we detect in the lake. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

SWCD: Ms. Webster noted the soil erosion and sediment control projects which are wrapping up in the 

watershed and stated the District’s new drone is helpful. 
 

NYSDOH: Per Ms. Robbins, no HABs detected in samples received. Keuka Lake had some in raw water 

collected in August, but not in finished water. Her time is now 50% in office and 50% telecommuting. Hyland 

Hartsough is still filling in as Acting Geneva District Director. 
 

Adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn made by J. Sprague. Seconded by M. Fargo. Carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:30am. 
 

Next Meeting: 
 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 9:00am 

 
_____________________ 

Jamie M. Noga, Recorder 


