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Final Genesee River GLRI Project Completed
Using Genesee River Basin Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GRLI) funding,
Ontario County SWCD recently completed a large structural erosion control
project on agricultural lands in the Town of East Bloomfield. This project
was our final installation funded through this GLRI program and we worked
right up to the buzzer including
working through snow to get the job
During
done. The project consisted of
Construction
1,150ft of 8-10 inch smooth wall
underground outlet, two surface
inlets, and a 300ft long, ½ acre
farmable Water and Sediment
Control Basin (WASCOB). Prior to this
project, surface water runoff was
forming gully erosion across 6 acres
of downslope cropland at a rate of 8
tons of soil loss per acre per year, or
48 tons per year across the affected
project site. This project will reduce
downslope erosion by 75% for an
estimated soil savings of 36 tons per
acre per year.
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Mud Creek Erosion Control
Projects Completed
Ontario County SWCD recently completed several large structural
erosion control projects as part of our Mud Creek Erosion Control Project
funded through Round 24 of the Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollution
(Ag NPS) Abatement and Control Program.

Project 1: Before

The first project
Project 1: Surveying the Site
included a 1,600ft
grassed waterway that
was completed on a
farm in the Town of
Canandaigua (see
photos of project 1).
The project adressed a
massive erosion gully
through the center of a
large farm field that
was losing soil at a rate
of over 20 tons of soil
loss per acre per year. The grassed waterway involved both cuts and fills to repair the existing gully erosion and the
new waterway now spreads the water volume over a 1ft deep and 35ft wide sod channel that follows the natural
contour of the land. This grassed waterway allows the water to flow across the field in a non-erosive manner while
also reducing the total velocity of the water leaving the site, further reducing downslope impacts. Total soil savings
on this project are over 150 tons of soil per year!
Project 1: After
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Mud Creek Erosion Control Projects
Continued...
The next project included an upland water retention system
Project 2: Before
consisting of a dual Water and Sediment Control Basin
(WASCOB) system installed on a farm in the Town of East
Bloomfield (see photos
Project 2: Surveying the Site
of project 2). This site
had two erosion
gullies splitting off into
multiple directions
due to rolling
topography on a steep
hillside. On this site
we installed two ⅓
acre basins that each
intend to catch a
single erosion gully. A
large 2,300ft
underground outlet
system is connected into the basin system to convey the stormwater off the
farmland. This project has an expected soil savings of 92 tons of soil per
year.

Project 2: After
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Satellite Waste Storage and
Transfer Project Complete
Using Round 23 of the Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollution (Ag NPS) Abatement and Control Program Funding,
the District recently partnered with one of our local progressive dairy farms to complete a 5.4 million gallon
satellite manure storage and transfer system in the Towns of Phelps and Hopewell. This off-site storage is filled by
pumping manure through a mile long underground high pressure pipeline, exactly like what is used in a municipal
sanitation system.
By placing the storage off of the farmstead, several hundred acres of distant cropland can have the nutrients
applied directly from the storage using a drag line hose attached to a tractor. This efficient system takes thousands
of miles of large truck traffic off the road each year and allows very precise nutrient application. The manure is
applied to the cropland based on a nutrient management plan that matches up laboratory based manure and soil
test results with current crop needs. Using manure as a primary fertilizer can reduce synthetic fertilizer source
needs by over 70% and can have a dollar savings of over $30 per 1,000 gallons applied.
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Ontario County Farm
a Finalist in 2022 AEM
Leopold Conservation
Award in New York
Lawnhurst Farms, LLC of Stanley, New York is
one of four finalists for the 2022 Agricultural
Environmental Management (AEM) Leopold
Conservation Award in New York. Being
selected as a finalist is a huge honor! The
judges for this award were particularly
impressed with the farm’s long history of
conservation and their advocacy and adoption
of conservation practices.
The award is given in honor of renowned
conservationist Aldo Leopold; it recognizes
landowners who inspire others with their
dedication to land, water and wildlife habitat
management on private, working land. In his
influential 1949 book, “A Sand County
Almanac,” Leopold called for an ethical
relationship between people and the land they
own and manage.
We look forward to finding out who the winner
of the award will be!

Photo from Lawnhurst Farms, LLC

Next NYS DEC 4-Hour Erosion &
Sediment Control Training Course:
November 10, 2022
The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District is holding a New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) Endorsed
4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Required Training on November 10,
2022 from 8am to 12pm at 480 N Main St, Canandaigua. This course will
cost $100 and pre‐registration is required by November 7, 2022. You will
need to send in a copy of your driver’s license with your check. The class is
filled on a first come, first serve basis. Click here to register. For more
information, visit our website or contact the Ontario County SWCD at (585)
396‐1450 or email info@ontswcd.com. Upon completion of the course,
each participant will receive a NYS DEC Stormwater Training Number on a
wallet card valid for 3 years.
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Flexamat Installed on Cratsley Hill Road
The District recently partnered with the Town of Canadice
Highway Department to stabilize a ditch experiencing severe
erosion along Cratsley Hill Road. Erosion from steep roadside
ditches, such as this, has a direct effect on the water quality in
downslope Honeoye Lake. Nutrients are bound to sediments
and when erosion occurs and washes these sediments
downslope they accumulate in our waterbodies and can help
fuel the occurrence of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs). This
particular site was stabilized using a material called Flexamat.
Flexamat is a permeable mat made of woven material overlaid
with concrete blocks in a grid pattern. This provides the
stabilization needed to withstand flows from stormwater during
major rain events while also leaving space between the blocks
for vegetation to establish. This vegetation helps to further
stabilize the road ditch while also filtering and slowing water.
Funding for this project was made possible through the NYS DEC
Water Quality Improvement Project with match funding coming
from the Town of Canadice in the form of labor and equipment.
This project is part of a larger, ongoing effort in the Honeoye
Lake Watershed to reduce sediment and nutrient loss from
roadside ditches. Future projects include the installation of
Flexamat material along portions of Jersey Hill Road and
Canadice Hill Road and are scheduled to be completed in 2023.
The District would like to thank the Town of Canadice Highway
Department for their expertise in installing this project!
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Working With Trees
This spring we attended multiple outreach events with local
schools. In May, we worked with Marcus Whitman and Red
Jacket 5th graders at Lincoln Hill Farms. The students rotated
through stations and learned a variety of lessons. Our station
involved learning how to age a tree and we discussed what might
affect a tree’s growth.
In June, we attended an event at Onanda Park organized by the
Canandaigua Lake Watershed Association for the Canandaigua
3rd graders. At
our station, the
students
learned about
identifying some
of the trees in
the park and
creating their
own tree
identification
books to take
home!

Exploring Soil
Recently we worked with a local group of home-schooled students discussing soil health and
different features of soil. They learned about erosion and water runoff, soil microbes, how
to take the pH of soil, how soil differs, and how soil is made. We then had a soil painting
activity where the students used different soils from around Ontario County to create
artwork and evaluate the colors and textures.

ONTARIO

COUNTY

SOIL

&

WATER CONSERVATION

DISTRICT

NEWSLETTER

PAGE 9

Honeoye Inlet Walk
Katie Lafler from the Ontario County SWCD
and Mike Palermo from the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation
(NYS DEC) were guest speakers for Muller Field
Station’s Watershed Exploration Series. The
well-attended event was held at the Honeoye
Lake Inlet on May 7 where they led a morning
talk about the project restoring areas of the
wildlife management area.
To learn more about the Honeoye Inlet
Restoration Project, please visit:
www.honeoyelakewatershed.org/honeoyeinlet-restoration-project

Bloomfield Field Trip
We recently got to explore Boughton Park with the
Bloomfield 5th graders. We showed the students how
to find macroinvertebrates and how these little
aquatic insects tell us a story on the water quality of
the pond. We found lots of critters, including dragonfly
and damselfly larvae. The students also worked with
Nadia from the Finger Lakes Institute on water testing
and David from Victor Hiking Trails on the park’s
history which included a short hike. The Bloomfield
teachers led a scavenger hunt though the park as well.
We had such a fun day exploring and learning!
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New Ontario County
SWCD Board Member:
Jim Malyj
Jim Malyj has joined the Ontario County Soil & Water
Conservation District Board of Directors as the New York Farm
Bureau Representative. Jim served at Seneca County SWCD for
many years, first as a Technician then as District Manager. He
will be a welcome addition to our Board with his experience and
knowledge of District structure and programming. Jim is an
active member of the community, dedicating his time to serving
on the Town of Seneca Board and the New York Farm Bureau as
well as actively farming in Ontario County.

We welcome Jim to the team!

Seneca-Keuka
Watershed Partnership
Summer Newsletter
The Seneca-Keuka Watershed Partnership (SKWP)
recently sent out their spring newsletter. This newsletter
is to coincide with the Seneca-Keuka Watershed Nine
Element Plan that is being formed and will keep all
watershed community members informed of the latest
work being done to help protect our shared aquatic
resources for generations to come. The Ontario County
Soil & Water Conservation District helps the SKWP create
the quarterly newsletters. Click here for the SKWP
Summer Issue.
If you are interested in learning more about the Nine
Element Plan for the Seneca-Keuka Watershed and would
like to read the draft, check out the Seneca Watershed
Intermunicipal Organization (SWIO) website.
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Backyard Conservation
Conversation
English Sparrows vs. Bluebird Boxes
The English Sparrow (Passer domesticus) goes by many names, one of which is the House Sparrow. The
House Sparrow is an old world Sparrow introduced to Brooklyn,
New York in 1851. The menacing species quickly spread
throughout all of America and into Canada. If you think you have
never seen this small, loud, brownish gray bird, think about the
messy dried grass nest hanging out of the grocery store sign. That
is the House Sparrow in all of its glory.
All birds are amazing however the House Sparrow can be
considered undesirable. One main reason is the fact that House
Sparrows are cavity nesters. That is a shared trait with the
Eastern Bluebird, which is the New York State bird. If you, like
many, provide Bluebird nest boxes in hopes to attract a pair of
Bluebirds, the reality of an aggressive male House Sparrow atop
your box is generally not a pleasant one. Here are a few tips to
discourage the House Sparrow and its generic ‘cheep cheep’ calls
from commandeering your Bluebird nest box:
 Monitor daily, especially right after mounting the Bluebird
box. If a mess of sticks, grass, feathers and bird manure are
found in the box, clean it out right away. House Sparrows are
one of the very few birds in North America that are not
protected, so no worries there. Continue to monitor and evict until the House Sparrow gets
discouraged. Bluebird nests are generally made from woven grass.
 Install fishing line above the 1.5” entrance hole. Be sure it dangles around the hole and even in front of
it. As anthropomorphic as it sounds, it appears House Sparrows do not care for the lines to touch their
wings as they fly into the nesting box. Bluebirds do not seem to be affected at all by this process.
 Place two nesting boxes backto-back on the same mounting
pole. It is highly unlikely two of
the same species of bird will
inhabit both nesting boxes
because they are all territorial.
As always, clean your Bluebird
nest box in the Spring and Fall. Be
sure the box is secured both to
the mount and that the clean-out
hatch is locked properly. Install a
raccoon baffle under the box if at
all possible. Enjoy your backyard
conservation!
House Sparrows; Male (Left), Female (Right)
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Please Note:
If you can’t make it to this
event, the next tire recycling
event is in Richmond on
September 17.
Registration is from
Aug. 29-Sept. 14.
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Ontario County SWCD Staff:
District Manager: Megan Webster
Treasurer/Secretary: Diana Thorn

Ontario County SWCD
Board of Directors:
Samuel Casella, Chairperson, Practical Farmer

Senior Conservation District Technician: Tucker Kautz

Ken Livermore, Vice-Chair, Grange Representative

Water Resources Technician: Katie Lafler

Richard Russell, Legislative Representative

Conservation District Technician: Tad Gerace

Mark Venuti, Legislative Representative
Edward Jackson, Member At Large

Conservation District Educator: Alaina Robarge

Jim Malyj, Farm Bureau Representative

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspector: Tyler Ohle

Amanda Button, Practical Farmer

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Administrative Assistant: Jamie Noga

Like us on Facebook @OntarioCountySWCD to stay up-to-date with the
Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District!

Thank You to our newsletter sponsors for
their incredible support!
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