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The Ontario County Soil & Water 
Conservation District used funding 
from Round 6 of the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and 
Markets’ Climate Resilient Farming 
program to install a covered storage 
and methane flare project on one of 
Ontario County’s progressive, large 
dairy farms.  
 

This covered storage and flare 
project is designed to work in tandem with an on-farm biogas digester system that 

processes and recycles 
renewable energy 
biogas back into the 

commercial natural gas pipeline 
system. The covered storage and 
flare system stores and 
processes over 3 million gallons 
of post digested manure at a 
time. The entire system will 
process up to 18 million gallons 
of manure per year.  
 

The new cover and flare system 
is designed to function both 
with, and independent of, the 
digester system. The manure is 

Manure Storage, Cover & Flare 

System Installed 

The plastic liner for the storage facility 
is installed over a thick fabric layer. 

These tubes will collect 
methane as it forms under the 
cover and pipe it to the flare. 
The cover is installed directly 

overtop the liner and methane 
collection tubes.  

Plastic tubes are welded in place on top of the 
cover and gravel is pumped into these tubes to 

weigh down the cover. 

mailto:info@ontswcd.com
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first processed through the methane digester where 
the biogas is captured and transported via the natural 
gas pipeline. Manure is then separated and the solids 
are recycled back into bedding. Post-processed waste, 
as well as waste which is in excess of what the digester 
can process, is stored in the new covered storage 
where the biogas is directed through the flare system. 
This new facility flares off all remaining fugitive 

methane emissions, as well as continuing to 
burn off all additional methane emissions 
that form after the post processed manure 
has been sitting in storage.  
 

This full system approach, with a double 
treatment of manure on the farm, allows for 
a 99% use and destruction rate of all 
methane produced in this waste stream. This 
project serves 2,400 animal units and recycles 
and/or destroys over 200,000 cubic feet of 
biogas per day. The flare system is integrated 

into the facility-wide instrumentation and control system which automatically records operational 
conditions and quantifies production numbers allowing the flare to function at peak efficiency in both the 
cooler late fall and spring conditions as well as the warm summer months.  

 

This post processed 
manure can now be 
stored under cover 
until conditions are 
right to field apply, or 
until the manure is 
moved to a satellite 
facility. A buried 10” 
manure transfer line 
was installed as part of 
this project to take the 

processed manure directly from this 
new storage, to adjacent farmland, as 
well as across the road, where it can be 
dragline applied to hundreds of acres 
of adjacent cropland. This takes up to 
500 tanker truckloads of manure off of 
our roads each year. 

Cover & Flare System Continued... 

A concrete perimeter trench locks 
the liner and the cover in place. 

A concrete tank and dragline hookup valve 
provide access for pumping manure. 

Manure is directly pumped from the farm’s separator system 
into the completed covered storage below. Notice the green 

digester in the background. 

The completed flare 
system was fired up 

and burning methane 
immediately after 

being installed. 
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2023 Achievements 
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Ontario County Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD )
recently used Great Lakes 
Commission Sediment and 
Nutrient Reduction Program 
(SNRP) funding, matched with 
Agricultural Environmental 
Management (AEM) technical 
time, to install a quarter acre 
farmable water and sediment 
control basin in the Town of 
Geneva.  
 

This project was the first project 
completed in the Seneca Lake 
Watershed as part of our Finger 
Lakes Phosphorus Reduction 
Project. This project was installed 
to address a short run of severe 
gully erosion and has a sediment 
load reduction of 13 tons of soil 
saved per year.  
 

The project is strategically 
installed on contoured headlands 
and all cropland acres remain in 
production. 
 

If you are interested in learning 
more about soil health related 
topics and how to protect our 
local watersheds, make sure you 
register for our annual Soil Health 
Workshop which is on February 
27, 2024 from 9:30am-3:00pm at 
the Benton Fire Hall in Penn Yan. 
This will be an excellent 
workshop with a variety of 
relevant agricultural topics. For 
the full agenda and registration 
information, see the next page of 
this newsletter for the flyer.  

Finger Lakes Phosphorus 

Reduction Project 

Before 

Staff straw mulching the basin 

After 



https://www.canandaigualakeassoc.org/2024-soil-health-workshop/
mailto:info@canandaigualakeassoc.org
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The District is partnering on an aquatic connectivity project in the Town of Naples to enhance fish habitat 
and passage. Embrace-A-Stream is a matching grant program administered by Trout Unlimited (TU) that 
awards funds to TU chapters and councils for coldwater fisheries conservation. Every year, TU hosts a 
contest to support Embrace-A-Stream projects where donations can help boost project budgets, with prizes 
awarded for most money raised and most unique donations. Thanks to unbelievable community support, 
our project was #1 nationwide in both number of donations and amount of donations, out-competing 
much larger TU Chapters across the country. Not only did we raise additional funds through donations, but 
with the prize money we nearly doubled our award amount! Thank you to all in the community who 
donated and offered support to the program. It was great to see the love for Naples Creek and how much it 
means to the fishing community across generations.  

Embrace-A-Stream Challenge Results 

Upcoming 4-Hour Erosion & 

Sediment Control Training 
Upcoming NYS DEC 4-Hour Erosion & Sediment Control Training: 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 from 8am-12pm    
Click here for more information. 
The Ontario County SWCD is holding a New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) Endorsed 
4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Required Training on April 
18, 2024. The course will cost $100 and pre‐registration is 
required by April 16, 2024. The class is filled on a first come, first 
serve basis. Please contact the Ontario County SWCD at (585)396
‐1450 or email info@ontswcd.com for more information. Under 
the NYS DEC’s Stormwater Permit GP-0-20-001, all developers, 
contractors and subcontractors must identify at least one trained 
individual from their company that will be responsible for 
implementation of the SWPPP, and have at least one trained 
individual on site on a daily basis when soil disturbance activities 
are being performed. Also, developers must have a qualified 
inspector conduct regular site inspections in accordance with the 
General Permit. This training is good for 3 years.  

https://www.ontswcd.com/_files/ugd/e6fc30_743a0b83b804437e9cdb2e0e1b1d370b.pdf
mailto:info@ontswcd.com
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Appointed to the Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District Board as a Legislative Representative in 

2010, Rich Russell has been an invaluable support to the District for the past 13 years. We are thankful for 

the dedication, knowledge, and 

experience that Rich brought to 

our organization. At our 

December Board meeting, a 

Resolution of Appreciation was 

awarded to Rich for his service. 

During his time with the 

Ontario County SWCD, Rich 

served on numerous 

committees, was instrumental 

in hiring new staff, coordinating 

personnel, providing fiscal 

oversight, and helping to steer 

the District toward continued 

success. We thank Rich for his 

generous commitment to the 

District and for serving Ontario 

County.    

Thank You to Rich Russell 

Roadside Drainage and Stabilization Projects 
Ontario County SWCD has a long history 

of working with municipal, county and 

state highway departments to 

implement roadside drainage projects 

and to support stabilization programs 

like hydroseeding, culvert replacement 

and the use of new and innovative 

technologies. Part of that work is 

sharing information and experiences 

with partners. A recent partnership 

with the Town of Canadice to install 

Flexamat material for roadside 

stabilization offered the opportunity to create a “how-to” video to share with other highway departments 

interested in the material. Click here to check out the video.  

On May 8th, 2024, the District will be partnering with Cornell Local Roads Program to present the “Roadway 

and Roadside Drainage” workshop free of charge to local highway departments. These partnerships 

promote collaboration and help us all enjoy safe roadways and protect water quality. See the next page of 

this newsletter for the full flyer and registration information! 

Board member Ken Livermore and District 
Manager Megan Webster present a Resolution 

of Appreciation to Rich Russell (center) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMcerU0sLec&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMcerU0sLec&t=4s
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https://forms.gle/AbftphZJF2HvZsUr9
https://nysltapclrp.regfox.com/2024-spring-workshop-season
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Where are the Winter Birds? 

Wondering where our common winter birds have 
gone? Ask Canada. Generally, if the weather up 
north is mild, we will find less of the usual suspects 
that come to our feeders during this time of year.  
How many different winter species have you 
spotted this season? Most likely you have seen the 
adorable junco, the eloquent white-throated 
sparrow, the rustic tree sparrow and the dapper 
pine siskin. A few snowy migrants that you may 
have missed could include the cute redpoll, the 
fabulous evening grosbeak, the giant 
flocks of snow buntings, the horned 
lark (commonly spotted along 
roadways) and the elusive crossbill.   
You should know that what you offer 
at your feeders does influence what species you can 
attract. Black-oil sunflower is the all around most 
bang for your buck seed for sure. However, not all 
species consider that as their main course meal. 
Many of these winter inhabitants are small seed 
eaters and go wild for white millet and medium 
cracked corn. These long-distance travelers make it 
easy on us as they prefer to feed almost exclusively 
on the ground. Therefore, an actual bird feeder can 
be unnecessary. Just throw these seeds directly on 
the ground below or near some cover. If you are 
looking for native trees or shrubs that help out 
wildlife, including our backyard bird species, check 
out the next two pages for our annual tree and 
shrub sale order form. 
Doing good things to help out a few winter birds is 
easy and fun. Getting to see some unusual 
feathered friends in the slower and colder time of 
year is the reward. Remember to clean your feeders 
regularly as to not spread disease. Also, starting a 
bird feeder is a commitment; keep bird feed on 
hand as to not disappoint your regular visitors. So, 
get yourself some good quality feed and keep your 
eyes open for some cool visitors! 

Backyard Conservation 

Conversation 

Dark-eyed junco 

White millet and 
cracked corn bird 

seed mix 

February is National Bird 

Feeding Month!! 
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https://forms.gle/AbftphZJF2HvZsUr9
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Ontario County SWCD Staff: 

District Manager: Megan Webster 

Secretary-Treasurer to the Board: Diana Thorn 

Senior Conservation District Technician: Tucker Kautz 

Water Resource Technician: Katie Lafler 

Conservation District Technician: Tad Gerace 

Conservation District Technician: Jenny May 

Conservation District Educator: Alaina Robarge 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Inspector: Tyler Ohle 

Canandaigua Lake Watershed Administrative Assistant: Jamie Noga 

Board of Directors: 

Samuel Casella, Chairman, Practical Farmer 

Jim Malyj, Vice-Chairman, NYS Farm Bureau  

Kenneth Livermore, NYS Grange 

Dale Stell, Ontario County Supervisor  

Mark Venuti, Ontario County Supervisor  

Edward Jackson, Member At Large 

Amanda Amadon, Practical Farmer 
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